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Williamtown: drones over Australia's F-35 base
Multiple drones entered restricted airspace over RAAF Williamtown across several nights in July, and again in early August. None was intercepted, identified 
or recovered. Personnel were reportedly told to close the window blinds.

I N C I D E N T  D E T A I L S   ·   5 W H

Who   Operator unidentified; no arrests or charges as of 20 August.
What   Multiple confirmed uncrewed aircraft in restricted airspace over the base and adjacent civil 
airport, with a second incursion the following month.
Where   RAAF Base Williamtown, 30 km north of Newcastle - most of Australia's F-35A fleet and the 
E-7A Wedgetail. Newcastle Airport shares the site.
When   Confirmed incursions 11-13 July 2026; a second in early August. The police investigation 
was completed about 10 Aug.
Why   Unexplained and unattributed. Collection, testing the response or attack preparation are 
possibilities, none established.
How   Drones flown into restricted airspace over multiple nights; the response ran through civil 
police.

I M P A C T

• Human: none. No casualties, no damage, no confirmed disruption to flying.
• Capability: repeated incursions over the country's primary fifth-generation fighter 

base, neither identified nor stopped, across two episodes a month apart.
• Protective: the reported mitigation was closing the blinds and the responder was a 

state police unit.
• Deterrence: the penalty for breaching the restricted airspace runs to about 

A$18,200 in court.

S E Q U E N C E  O F  E V E N T S

11-13 Jul   The first incursion
Early Aug   A second; no arrests
2026   Mechernich, Hanover, Lakenheath
 

1   11-13 Jul: multiple aircraft over the base
2   No weapon used; referred to NSW Police
3   Personnel told to close window blinds
4   10 Aug: investigation completed, withheld
5   Early Aug: it happens again

A S S E S S M E N T ,  L E S S O N S ,  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

• Repetition is what separates this from a nuisance - two episodes a month apart is a 
pattern of behaviour.

• Answering with civil police is the structural finding; a criminal investigation is not a 
defence.

• The blinds are the honest measure of what was available, and the gap was legal as 
much as technical.

• The penalty is not proportionate to the target, so the legal risk to a deliberate 
operator is negligible.
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