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Romania: seven months of photographs, and no attack to show for it
The reconnaissance phase, caught and charged before anything was placed.

I N C I D E N T  D E T A I L S   ·   5 W H

Who   A 40-year-old Russian citizen resident in Romania, named in Romanian reporting, charged 
and not tried. SRI with DIICOT and the interior and defence ministries.
What   Reconnaissance and target development, not an attack. He is alleged to have identified, 
watched and photographed targets and passed the product to a remote coordinator.
Where   Military bases in Cluj, Constanta, Calarasi and Ilfov counties and Bucharest. Also comms 
centres, defence headquarters, infrastructure and Ukrainian Antonov aircraft.
When   Monitored from February 2026; collection ran to July. Detained 8 September, thirty days' 
arrest ordered.
Why   The SRI says the pattern matches Russian-coordinated saboteur networks.
How   Instructions from an intermediary over encrypted messaging, imagery gathered on the 
ground, product sent back. The step before a physical act.

I M P A C T

• No device, no damage, no casualties. On the published account it never left the 
reconnaissance phase.

• Seven months of imagery of allied bases and movement patterns is already outside 
the country.

• Ukrainian Antonov aircraft named as a target again, five weeks after the Leipzig 
drone.

• Romania has shown reach and published it, which also tells the adversary what is 
being watched.

S E Q U E N C E  O F  E V E N T S

4 Aug   Leipzig/Halle drone
30-31 Aug   Polish drone-plant fires
3 Sep   Munich arson
 

1   Feb 2026 - the SRI opens on him
2   Feb to Jul - the collection runs
3   Bases, comms, infrastructure, Antonovs
4   Product sent to a remote coordinator
5   8 Sep - detained; SRI publishes
6   Court orders thirty days' arrest

A S S E S S M E N T ,  L E S S O N S ,  A N D  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

• The SRI announced an operation and named nobody; the prosecutors announced a 
case. Read together or the story is wrong either way.

• Likely this tasking was run by a Russian service, on the target set and the SRI's 
stated pattern match. No named officer, no recovered handler.

• Reconnaissance is the phase a guard, a gate clerk or a neighbour can actually see. 
The device that follows is not.

• Highly likely further tasking of this kind is already running - this one took seven 
months to reach a charge.
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