SCORPIUS SECURITY & INTELLIGENCE SOLUTIONS

INCIDENT REPORT - ESPIONAGE

- Uto: a Russian spy plane crossed into Finland for three minutes

A Russian Il-20 signals infelligence aircraft is suspected of entering Finnish airspace south of Uto on 20 August, penetrating about 8.7 km for roughly three

minutes. This was not a drone - it was a crewed aircraft of the Russian air force.

INCIDENT DETAILS - 5WH

Who A Russian llyushin I1-20,-known to NATO as Coot-A, a signals and electronic intelligence ’
aircraft. Attributed by Finland; investigated by the Finnish Border Guard.

What A suspected violation of Finnish and therefore NATO airspace, lasting about three minutes
and reaching abeut 4.7 nautical miles inside Finnish territory. ' '
Where The western Gulf of Finland, south of the island of Uto in the south-western archipelago.
When Thursday 20 Aug 2026; announced that evening, with detail from the Border Guard on 21
Aug. 5

Why. No purpose stated officially. Whether the crossing was deliberate has not been established.
How A crewed reconnaissance-aircraft crossing briefly. Whether it squawked or filed a flight plan
has not been disclosed. Casualties - none.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

' 27 May 2026 A suspected crossing off

\ \ : Porkkala
14 Aug 2026 Traffic restricted in the eastern -
L Gulf
5 20 Aug 2026 A naval drone at Neptun Deep
% ~ 1 Anl-20 on routine Baltic tasking

[ i : 2 8.7 km deep, about three minutes
3 Finland announces a suspected violation
4 Border Guard gives the detail on 21 Aug

Open-source reporting - protective-security lessons-learned, not an operational account

IMPACT
° Human: none. No casualties, no damage, and no 'reported interception.
° Attribution: a crewed aircraft in national markings cannot be disowned, which

raises both the diplomatic weight and the stakes of any response.
° Collection: an II-20 exists to listen, and a defender's response is itself collectable.

° Pattern: at least the third suspected Russian aircraft violation of Finnish airspace
since Finland joined NATO in 2023.

ASSESSMENT, LESSONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

° A crewed aircraft removes deniability, which cuts both ways.

* * Three minutes and nine kilometres is precise enough to be a choice, and consistent
with an error. .

° What has not been disclosed - transponder, flight plan -+is what would settle intent.

The alliance engages machines nobody will claim and does not engage aircraft with
crews. ’
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